
Petition on the Down Street website

The Foreign Secretary recently announced the end of FCO funding for the
Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Plan. We, as current or former
award-holders and interested parties, petition the Prime Minister and
Government to reinstate this funding. The plan is globally competitive, builds
lasting relationships with alumni, and has trained international leaders. It
provides a unique opportunity for shared understanding between people in
the UK and those in other Commonwealth countries.

Since 1959, more than 25,000 Commonwealth citizens have held awards.
Without FCO support, Commonwealth Scholarships will not be available to
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Singapore, Malta, Cyprus, Brunei and the
Bahamas. Reciprocal arrangements will be at risk. The scheme fosters unique
academic excellence; no other plan enables Commonwealth citizens to pursue
doctorates in the UK. The FCO’s withdrawal contrasts sharply with the Prime
Minister's announcement of new funding for the plan at CHOGM 2007.

Website address: http://petitions.pm.gov.uk/comschols.
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