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The Newsletter of the Council for Education in the Commonwealth, Spring, 2006

SPECIAL OCCASION!

HE The Rt Hon Don McKinnon,

Secretary-General of the Commonwealth,

speaks to members on

CHOGM (COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING) 2005 AND AFTER

at Marlborough House, Pall Mall,

London SW1A at 6.00 pm on 

Wednesday, April 19, 2006.

Refreshments kindly provided by

by the Secretary-General.

It would be helpful if those planning 

to attend would send names, including

any guests (only one guest per member)

to CEC at: secretariat@cecomm.org.uk
or by phone to Lalage Bown on: 01743 356155

For more information on forthcoming events, including the Annual Conference and Annual General Meeting, please see inside.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

FOR YOUR DIARY

CHOGM 2005 AND AFTER
Debriefing and hospitality by the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth

Wednesday, April 19, 2006 at Marlborough House at 6.00 pm

(see Newsletter front page)

MARLBOROUGH HOUSE VISIT

Tuesday 6th.  June 2006

Last year a few members enjoyed a fascinating tour round this historic Royal Palace and garden, at present the headquarters of the Commonwealth. This year there will be a chance for those who missed out to visit the palace on the afternoon of Tuesday June 6. Fee will be £7.00 per person,

to include tea. To book a place and for further details, please contact Amanda Pitt on:

amanda35pitt@hotmail.com  or by telephone message to: 020 7794 0278.  

ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND AGM

This year the Conference and AGM will be on Tuesday, June 27, 2006 at the British Council, 

10 Spring Gardens, London SW1A 2BN. 

The theme will be :

STATE, PHILANTHROPY AND PROFIT IN EDUCATION TODAY

The keynote speaker, on Corporate Social Responsibility, will be

The Rt Hon The Lord Holme of Cheltenham CBE

Other speakers will come from both civil society and the private sector and will include the CEC Hon. Treasurer, Richard Mawditt, UNESCO Professor of Higher Education Management, University of Bath, on for-profit universities. The Annual General Meeting will take place during the Conference at the British Council at 12.30pm; the Hon Secretary will be circulating further particulars of the AGM with this Newsletter.

The fee for the Conference will be £15 for members and £20 for non-members. Early booking is advised and any member booking before April 30th, 2006 may take advantage of a reduced fee of

£12. A booking slip is enclosed with this Newsletter.

Participation in the AGM is of course free to all members.  

Other events are in the pipeline, including a discussion meeting on the CEC’s study visit to Malta, led by Mrs Valerie Davey, CEC Executive Chairperson and a seminar on the effects of the tsunami on education in Sri Lanka presented by Prof. Lakshman Perera, a long-time member of the Council’s Board.

MALTA COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING (CHOGM) 2005

CEC was involved in the Malta summit in several ways. Before it began, nine members went on a study visit to gain some insights into the country. Four delegates attended the Commonwealth People’s Forum and three attended the open events of the summit as accredited observers. In addition, some members were involved in a one-day event organised by the Consortium for Education in the Commonwealth on the theme of Networking Commonwealth People for Implementing the Millennium Development Goals in Education.

The following reports give a general picture of CHOGM and the activities surrounding it.

1. BEFORE CHOGM – THE COMMONWEALTH IN PARLIAMENT

The House of Lords held a 2½ hour debate on the Commonwealth on November 17, 2005, at the instance of Lord Freeman and Lord Fowler. In his introduction Lord Freeman said:

“Why is the Commonwealth unique?  It is unique because it contains both developed and developing countries and is therefore wholly unlike the European Union. The Commonwealth contains 13 of the fastest growing nations in the world and 14 of the poorest. So it has the complete gamut in terms of economic wealth and performance. It is bound by, by and large, a common language. English, if not the native language, is the first foreign language of preference. Although Her Majesty’s Government contributes some 30 per cent of the costs of the Commonwealth, we have one voice and all the other members are equal.

That is certainly unlike the United Nations, which is a pyramidical structure dominated in its debates and decisions by the larger countries. … However, this nation is in danger of missing a great opportunity to continue to champion the Commonwealth. There is a generation gap in understanding of the Commonwealth.” 

Lord Freeman made a number of suggestions for the improvement of support for and activities within the Commonwealth including pointing out the role of education in underpinning racial and c religious understanding and also the role of computers. On the latter, he said: “I congratulate the Council for Education in the Commonwealth on pioneering the idea, as well as on its work, particularly in Sierra Leone” (our italics).

Finally, he said: “I hope that the Minister will convey from this House to the meeting in Malta the strong support it maintains for the Commonwealth. Long may it thrive”.

Among 15 other peers who spoke, Lord Howe referred to the impasse over the Commonwealth Institute in Kensington and appealed to the Government to support the de-listing of the building. Baroness Prashar, currently chairperson of the Royal Commonwealth Society, emphasised “the power and reach of a Commonwealth civil society”, the value of Commonwealth NGOs and the great gathering of the Commonwealth People’s Forum in Malta. She urged that: “ the message from this House will be that we do not just work at inter-governmental level, but that we also make sure that the people of the Commonwealth connect through civil society activities”.

Baroness Amos gave a detailed and encouraging reply on behalf of the Government (including jocular remarks about cricket), mentioning descriptions of links in terms of culture, defence and education and Lord Howell’s characterisation of the Commonwealth as “a living network of relations” She affirmed Government support for the organisation, saying the Commonwealth’s declared goals are close to those of the UK, “namely, to help to prevent or solve conflicts, strengthen democracy and the rule of law and achieve greater respect for human rights, and to promote pro-poor policies for economic growth and sustainable development. She paid tribute to the Commonwealth Foundation and to the Commonwealth Secretary-General.

2. BEFORE CHOGM; THE CEC’S STUDY VISIT TO MALTA

The plans for this visit were mentioned in the last Newsletter. Nine Council members, led by Mrs Valerie Davey, CEC Executive Chairperson, spent a week in Malta before the start of the Commonwealth People’s Forum. The main purposes were:

a. To identify key features of Malta’s educational experience and plans that were likely to be of interest to other Commonwealth countries, particularly the smaller members. We had in mind that: there is a vast literature on the principles of education, but that each country has to work out how those principles should be applied in their own circumstances. We believe that, given good briefing, it is possible to learn from the experience of others,  but that although much has been written about the larger Commonwealth countries, there is less information available about the experience of smaller countries and this is likely to be at least as interesting and useful;

b. We wanted to find out about the implications for the Maltese educational system of the country’s links with both the Commonwealth and the European Union. There are only three Commonwealth countries with those particular links (UK, Cyprus and Malta), but many Commonwealth countries also have membership of regional bodies and we thought that it might be useful for the Commonwealth Secretariat and others to consider the impact of these other connections.
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It was the CEC’s first study visit, but it was planned as the first of a series. Participants had the opportunity to interact with a number of officers in the Ministry of Education, to visit several types of school, the Malta College of Arts Science and Technology and the University of Malta. They also became involved in an impromptu seminar at the University on Malta’s position as a member of both the EU and the Commonwealth. Hosts in the Ministry, the University Faculty of Education and other institutions were generous with ideas and information, as well as hospitality. The CEC is anxious to record its gratitude to all of them, as well as to Bill Bonney Rust, who originated the study-visit idea, to Deryn Holland, who bore the brunt of the organisation, to Valerie Davey, who led the group and to Harry Baum, who made the travel arrangements.

The group are preparing a discussion paper on their tour and there will be a seminar in due course to discuss general issues arising. The Hon Dr Louis Galea, Malta’s Minister of Education, hopes to be present. More information will be given in due course.

3.  THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETING, MALTA, NOVEMBER 2005: STRENGTHENING COMMONWEALTH NETWORKS FOR DEVELOPMENT

 (With acknowledgements to the Commonwealth of Learning newsletter, Connections)

Commonwealth leaders pledged to strengthen their networks of cooperation to promote greater development for the association’s mostly developing states at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in Malta from 25 to 27 November 2005. In their Malta Declaration on Networking the Commonwealth for Development, the leaders agreed to use information and communication technology to bridge the digital divide among the developed and developing countries of the Commonwealth.

Heads of Government reaffirmed in a separate Gozo Statement on Vulnerable Small States, the Commonwealth’s commitment to advocate for the vulnerable small states and to highlight their concerns, particularly in the “erosion of preferential trade access arrangements; rapidly growing debt burdens; additional demands and compliance costs associated with global efforts to combat terrorism; increased environmental risks associated with more frequent and severe natural disasters; the spread of HIV/AIDS and its impacts; and rising levels of youth unemployment”. The leaders also pledged to support and assist small states in their efforts to stabilise and diversify their economies by building levels of resilience to their vulnerabilities.

4.  MALTA DECLARATION ON NETWORKING THE COMMONWEALTH FOR DEVELOPMENT

1.  We, the Heads of Government of the Commonwealth, meeting in Malta from 25 to 27 November 2005, firmly believe that our Commonwealth is a rich, globally representative, relevant and dynamic network of nations and peoples, well equipped to respond to the pressing challenges of our time.

2.  Ours is a network of governments and peoples, nurtured by shared values, institutions and conventions, as well as a common working language and history of collaboration.  These attributes provide a platform on which to build and consolidate the foundations of democracy in our societies and economic disparities in a coordinated and effective manner.

3.  We reaffirm that democracy and development are organically interlinked and mutually reinforcing.  Democratic governance facilitates sustainable development.  At the same time, poverty and inequity can place democracy in peril. We therefore reiterate our firm commitment to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and are deeply concerned by the uneven progress attained so far.

4.  We are determined to intensify our efforts to meet the Millennium Development Goals and their associated targets, and to help one another to do so.  We are mindful in particular of the Goal to develop a global partnership for development.  In this regard, we are committed to making available the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications technologies (ICTs), in partnership between the public and private sectors.

5.  We view ICTs as powerful instruments of development rather than ends in themselves, delivering savings, efficiencies and growth in our economies.  We also recognise the ability of ICTs to act as catalysts in creating new economic synergies, offering opportunities to overcome the constraints of remoteness, small size, and other factors which have traditionally acted as a brake on development.

6.  We firmly believe that the Commonwealth can contribute meaningfully to measures aimed at bridging and closing the digital divide, and are resolved to do so.  ICTs provide an opportunity for individuals to learn, to grow, to participate more actively in society and to compete more effectively in markets.

7.  We support the Digital Solidarity Fund as endorsed by the World Summit on the Information Society.  Our goal is to see information technology made accessible to all.  We recognise that this requires, in particular, investment in infrastructure, effective telecommunications, education, and coordinated public policy.  We also recognise that the wealth of human and technical capital within the Commonwealth can be shared for the benefit of our developing member states.  We will therefore use and seek to strengthen existing mechanisms and resources towards that end, collaborating with partners in other organisations within and beyond the Commonwealth, as well as with the corporate sector and civil society.  We will also seek to use ICT networks to enhance the effectiveness of existing Commonwealth networks.

8.  We endorse the Commonwealth Action Programme for the Digital Divide as our roadmap.  We view the Commonwealth’s priorities, in particular, as being the development of policy and regulatory capacity, the modernisation of education and skills development, the promotion of entrepreneurship for poverty elimination, the promotion of local access and connectivity, and the strengthening of local and regional networks.  We request the Secretary-General to establish the Steering Committee of relevant existing Commonwealth agencies, including member states, to work with the Commonwealth Secretariat in implementing the Action Programme.

9.  We welcome the launch of an Indian initiative on a Pan-African E-Network project that will link all the 53 member states of the African Union and assist in the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, especially in respect of education and health.

10.  We also endorse the establishment of a Special Fund to enable implementation of the specific activities and to achieve the performance targets envisaged in the Action Programme, and call for contributions to the Fund so that it can become operational without delay.  In this context, we note with appreciation the substantial contributions to the Fund announced by India and Malta.

5. THE COMMONWEALTH PEOPLE’S FORUM

A wide variety of civil society organisations was present in the headquarters of the Knights Hospitallers in Valletta for a forum to address the theme of Breaking with Business as Usual.
There were a number of rough edges in the arrangements, not helped by heavy security, the fact that many  participants were accommodated rather far away from the main venue and the nature of the organising committee (in a laudable attempt at democracy, the membership was scattered in five continents). 

There were, however, many rewarding features, including some excellent seminars, among them the one organised by the Commonwealth Consortium for Education, some fine artistic activity organised by a group called The Commonwealth Resounds and a whole day Commonwealth Dialogue on Faith and Development; a report of the latter is available from Andrew Firmin at the Commonwealth Foundation. There were also innovative efforts to encourage opportunities for civil society to meet with political leaders. For the first time, civil society delegates had a session together with Commonwealth Foreign Ministers; CEC’s Parliamentary Liaison Officer, Martin Kenyon, attended on behalf of the Council. The Forum prepared a statement for them to discuss. The only flaw was that by the time this encounter took place, the CHOGM communiqué would already have been prepared. Civil society delegates were also addressed by President Yoweri Museveni of Uganda, designated host of the next CHOGM in 2007.

The CPF statement consisted of recommendations emerging from both national consultations and the Forum itself.  They covered: Civil society and governance; Democracy and human rights; Millennium Development Goals and sustainable development; Health and HIV/AIDS; and Economic justice. It was probably the first Commonwealth civil society statement to recognise trade unions as part of civil society. Although there were substantial activities around education in the Forum, there was not much about it in the statement; the mentions were:

· Recommendation 6 – Undertake immediate steps, whether legal, educational, social or cultural to stop the violence against women and girls, as well as the emerging trend of violence on boys and young men;

· Recommendation 7 – Pay particular attention to the legitimate aspirations of young people to sustainable livelihoods, through access to education, ICTs and adequate training in entrepreneurship;

· Recommendation 15 – Take the necessary legal, social, educational and cultural steps to stop stigmatization and discrimination against people infected by and affected by HIV/AIDS.

Besides the People’s Forum, the Commonwealth has been developing opportunities for young people to have a voice – obviously appropriate in a group of nations many of which have populations predominantly young- and in Malta there was also a youth forum, but this was separate from the People’s Forum and the CEC delegation had no chance to meet them on this occasion.

6. ADDRESS BY MALTA’S MINISTER OF EDUCATION

At the Consortium’s education event during the People’s Forum, the Hon Dr Louis Galea, Minister of Education, made the following thoughtful contribution:

The Commonwealth of Nations has an appreciable common heritage and values as a result of its historical development and former links, in spite of its spread and wide differences.

The differences in race, colour, creed, political establishment, customs, economy, way of life, cultural background and educational systems between states enrich its global composition, offering a range of unique opportunities but equally setting a number of challenges that the member states need to identify, analyze and exploit in the best interest of the individual states and of the Commonwealth as a whole.

The media – printed matter, radio and television - have turned the world into a global village already a couple of decades ago.  The World-Wide-Web (www.), on its part, has tremendously facilitated communication between individuals, groups and nations and turned the contemporary world more than ever before into a here-and-now world of mass communication.  Distance and time have been shortened, perhaps eliminated to a significant extent.

The potential of these extraordinary technological developments is already being tapped in favour of education.  We need to exploit this continuously developing situation and scenario, primarily in favour of the citizens of our countries, but also to promote and strengthen the concept of the citizens of the Commonwealth.  The vehicle is increasingly becoming cheaper to adopt and more versatile to adapt to the various needs in the different fields of study at a range of levels.

The development and spread of distance e-learning is making education for all a more concrete reality especially in countries where distances are enormous and where the population is sparsely spread. But e-learning is also making it possible for students, whoever they are and wherever they may be, to follow courses within a lifelong learning context where the traditional way of studying through lectures before a teacher at a specific site was difficult or simply not possible.

CHOGM-2005 has chosen networking as a main theme for discussion during its meeting in Malta.  Networking in as many areas of human activity as possible, including the economic, the cultural and the educational.

Malta is currently exploiting the enormous potential of networking throughout its State education system.  While moving from a centralized, mainly vertically structured education system to a decentralized, more horizontally functioning organization, devolving and delegating responsibilities and decision making and taking, we are, at the same time, establishing a networking organization of schools, encouraging non-State schools to participate in the process.  

We strongly believe that educational institutions can work more effectively and achieve better outcomes if they work in groups, forming and nurturing a network.  Networks of schools at different levels can work together on common issues, themes, problems and challenges, developing a common vision, while exchanging strategies, ideas, solutions and best practice, sharing services and facilities and enriching themselves both as individual human organizations as well as a group of educational and learning communities. It is a proven fact that a team working together, with each player making his/her particular, special contribution, complementing and supplementing each other, is much greater than the potential of its individual members working independently.

The networking concept can equally be implemented on a much larger scale and at different levels as well as in various areas of human activity.  The Commonwealth will not be starting from scratch in this area.  In fact, networking has already been a main vehicle in bringing together the different countries of the Commonwealth.  And various efforts have been made in the past, specifically in the area of education.  We have played a significant part in developing the specificities of educational administration and management in the small states of the Commonwealth and, from education, a number of our experts have moved to other areas of human activity as well.

Networking in education may be a great challenge on a world-wide scale across the Commonwealth.  However, it should be an important and efficient instrument at the regional level, particularly since there may be more similarities and common concerns within a particular region rather than between very diverse, very distant countries, with their particular education system and cultural background.

On a small but wide scale the Commonwealth could encourage virtual exchanges between schools and other educational institutions.  Malta already has a range of experiences in this area as a result of the widespread use of Internet in schools and classrooms and the very large number of contacts that have been established and developed over the years, primarily between schools in European Union member states.  However, the world is much wider and more colourful!  And Maltese students, individually and in groups are definitely interested in extending their contacts to other continents, especially with the Commonwealth family of states. All our students have an email address, Internet is available either in their own classroom or in the school computer laboratory.  Most schools have an active web-site. So the technology and the infrastructure exist, the practice is common and the will to make it happen is there.  The invitation is being made and the guests will be most welcome to make contact and participate in the venture. Let’s start small now and think big for the future.

Establishing a virtual university for the Commonwealth may present a number of challenges, not least financial barriers; but collaboration between institutions of higher education and training within specific regions may become a much more feasible initiative. Institutions of higher education and training could, perhaps should encourage the exchange of students and lecturers, work on joint degrees, collaborate with each other in the development of curricula, discuss common concerns. 

The idea is to bring institutions working together, developing in concentric circles, starting small but thinking big, acting local, thinking global.  Networking between the smaller higher education and training institutions could be of great mutual benefit.  Working with the bigger higher education and training institutions and benefiting from their experience and expertise could be even better.

Perhaps one should also tap the experiences of the larger states groupings.  Malta is benefiting immensely from its membership of the European Union.  A small country with a great potential in human development, it is now sharing in the knowledge and in the experiences of the twenty-five countries, almost 500 million citizens of the European Union.  We are currently participating in an endless number of networks of experts.  We are participating in student, teacher and administrator exchanges, receiving and contributing in the networking process.

There are similar states groupings in different parts of the world which one could exploit, even if not so tightly knit together with a common vision and objectives.

In a world that is changing at an ever faster pace, in a highly competitive world benefiting and suffering from globalization, in a world where peace does not reign in all regions, where terror is everyday news,  and development is not evenly spread, basic education is not yet possible for all, education is an indispensable instrument for the spread of peace, mutual understanding and appreciation.

Coming and working together through education should be a major objective of the Commonwealth of Nations.  There is no greater wealth than knowledge.  There is no greater capital than human capital.  Through education human capital grows.  And through human capital health and prosperity can grow for all people.  If this were to be strongly in place, security, peace and justice will soon follow.

CEC NEWS

NEW JOINT PARLIAMENTARY CHAIR
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The Board of the Council for Education in the Commonwealth is very pleased to inform all members that our new Joint Parliamentary Chairperson (to join Tim Boswell and Simon Hughes) is Mrs Sally Keeble, Labour MP for Northampton North since 1997. Mrs Keeble is a professional journalist, who has worked in the English Midlands and in South Africa and has done press work for the Labour Party, ILEA and the GMB union. She has a long-standing interest in the Commonwealth, particularly in Africa, and has been a member of the Commons committee on international development.

CURRENT COUNCIL ACTIVITIES

The CEC has been very active in the past three months. Apart from the work entailed by involvement in the Commonwealth People’s Forum and CHOGM, it has taken up the following other activities:

    Department for Education and Skills (DfES) International Strategy.  The CEC Policy, Strategy and Public Affairs Committee (chaired by Peter Williams) has been active in discussions with the DfES in formulating the strategy, in conjunction with the UK Forum for International Education and Training (UKFIET) and is continuing to work, through UKFIET, with the DfES on the implementation of the strategy.

    Visit to Minister.  The CEC Board was able to send a delegation, led by Tim Boswell MP and Valerie Davey, CEC Executive Chair, to call on Bill Rammell, Minister in the Department for Education and Science. Several matters about international education were discussed and the delegation was pleased to learn that the Department was planning to have a very significant ministerial presence at the Conference of Commonwealth Ministers of Education Meeting in South Africa later in the year; members may remember that in recent years, Her Majesty’s Government had tended to send junior ministers to the CCEMs and it was a very welcome change when the then Secretary of State, Charles Clarke, personally participated in the Edinburgh meeting in 1903. This time it is expected that there will be a very strong British presence, including ministers from Scotland and Wales.

     Department for International Development (DfID) Consultation.  The Department for International Development has been engaged in a major consultation with civil society.  It published a consultation document, Eliminating World Poverty in January 2005, posing a number of questions on delivering development, moving beyond and international reform to help the poorest countries.  The Secretary of State for International Development, Hilary Benn, has addressed a number of meetings with NGOs and academic bodies to enlist their ideas.  Written responses to the document were to be submitted to the DfID by April 2006.  The Council’s Policy, Strategy and Public Affairs Committee has prepared a paper on behalf of CEC.  It will be placed on the CEC section of the Guidestar website as well as CEC’s own website. It will also be published in the next Newsletter.

      Literacy for All. The UK National Commission for UNESCO, together with UKFIET and the British Association for Literacy in Development organised international seminars on this topic in December 2005 in Oxford and January 2006 in London. CEC members played a significant part in both meetings. The report of the first one is available from the Department of Educational Studies, University of Oxford. 

    Universal Primary Education (UPE) Research Project .The CEC has signed a contract with Commonwealth Secretariat to undertake a research project on UPE regression in Africa in the past and lessons for future sustainability.  The Education for All (EFA) Global Monitoring Report for 2006 raises serious doubts about the prospects for a number of countries, especially in Africa, attaining the Millennium Development Goals relating to education. They say: “Progress towards UPE has been slow overall since the World Education Forum in Dakar. … many countries still combine low enrolment ratios with insufficient capacity to accommodate all children. Ensuring that enrolled children remain in school until the last grade of primary schooling is a continuing challenge. … Newly published data on learning outcomes suggest that average achievement levels have decreased in recent years in sub-Saharan African countries.” (Burnett et al., 2005,  Literacy for Life: EFA Global Monitoring Report 2006, Paris, UNESCO Publishing).  Yet some of the nations now struggling apparently achieved UPE during the second half of the twentieth century (at least in terms of Gross Primary Enrolment Ratios) and have from all accounts regressed both quantitatively and qualitatively.

As Peter Williams has written: "It somehow seems as if nothing is being learned from the past, and as if yesterday’s mistakes are being recklessly repeated all over the Continent. Whilst each situation has its own special features, it is worthwhile to revisit previous experience and draw appropriate lessons, adapting them as necessary to local circumstances. African Governments and their international collaborators must try to forestall possibilities of future regression and to ensure the sustainability of UPE in Africa this time round if they are to meet the goals to which they have committed themselves.” (in Beveridge et al, eds, 2005,  Reintegrating Education, Skills and Work in Africa, Edinburgh, Centre of African Studies).

The CEC has set up a Research Steering Group for this study and while the focus is on educational policy, the research has been framed in the awareness that education does not happen in a vacuum and account has also to be taken of various economic, political and social pressures which affect the progress of UPE. It will concentrate on three African countries and study two other countries in less depth. The research will be undertaken by volunteer UK researchers and contracted African research consultants working in pairs. The whole team will produce a report for the Secretariat by the end of August and will have an opportunity to present their findings at the South Africa Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers.

KNOWLEDGE AID FOR SIERRA LEONE

Progress Report by Geoffrey Hulme, Chair Knowledge Aid Trust

CHOGM 2005 was helpful from the point of view of CEC policy on Internet-assisted learning and of its practical application in Knowledge Aid for Sierra Leone (KASL). Heads of Government endorsed a renewed Commonwealth Action Programme for the Digital Divide (CAPDD). It is positive that we are singled out in this report as one of the Commonwealth organisations that has contributed to the existing action programme. The report is also relevant to our policy recommendations on the digital divide to the Africa Commission. These briefly were: (i) to establish a web-site to keep track of who has done what in this field; and (ii) to establish a fund to support local ICT-based initiatives that were making (or were likely to make) a contribution to MDGs. There are good prospects that the renewed Action Programme will take up these objectives.

On our main point, funding of grass-roots initiatives to put international theory into local practice, two funds are proposed: a “solidarity fund”, the brain-child of the recent World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS); and a new Commonwealth Voluntary Special Fund (CVSF) recommended by the Malta CHOGM. The latter is likely to be more relevant to our work in producing learning materials and we are liaising with the Commonwealth Secretariat, which is charged with managing the development of this fund.

In the meantime, work continues in Sierra Leone on the production of learning materials for senior secondary schools. Substantial teaching materials have been produced for Biology, Literature, Mathematics and Physics. Work is under way on curricular materials for Agriculture, Chemistry and Physical Education. The Sierra Leone Minister of Education is enthusiastic about the progress so far made and is financing workshops to help teachers make use of the materials produced.

The Knowledge Aid project has already achieved its first objective, which was to demonstrate that even in one of the poorest countries and in spite of great difficulties in the way of Internet access, it is possible to find ways round the problems and enable pupils without direct access to the Net to derive benefit from it. This has been managed with a three-tier approach: the first tier, a very small number of centres with adequate access, produces material on CD for the second tier of schools with some computers but no Internet; material is extracted and printed for the third tier, which comprises the majority of schools who still have no computers.

We are now moving into an interesting second phase, which includes:

    A follow-through of the existing secondary school work;

    A pilot joint venture between KASL and Rangemore Software. One of KASL staff has been seconded to work with Rangemore to produce a multi-level, multi-media presentation of the Biology materials. This will be available free of charge to Sierra Leone schools and will be marketed elsewhere in the developing world by Rangemore, who will pay a royalty to KASL and thus help towards Knowledge Aid’s financial sustainability;

    Developing a portfolio of local projects to extend the principles of Knowledge Aid beyond its present field of secondary education into other fields of education, training and information. The intention is that these should attract financial support on a scale that will make it possible to sustain a small development directorate that will scale up local initiatives to the point where they may make a significant contribution to the attainment of the MDGs.

Our ambition is to create a modern, non-hierarchical network, which will gain enough support to demonstrate what can be achieved in Africa with a combination of modern technology and inter-faith commitment and enthusiasm.

CEC WEB ACCESS

Report by Kees Maxey, CEC Hon. Secretary

For some time, CEC has had a website – but it has not been regularly upgraded and the design is, to say the least, several years out of date. Through the good offices of  Dave Gray, a web designer who has agreed to do a redesign for the Council at no charge, and Chandran Honour, whose company “Altrunet” is hosting our website for no charge, we will have a new website which we intend to keep up dated regularly. This we intend to have up and running by the AGM. 

However this is not the only CEC presence on the web. A new web site called “Guidestar” which hosts all of the charities in England and Wales has recently been launched. This is already being up dated by CEC and has a number of documents as well information about CEC meetings, etc.

Both addresses are given at the end of this newsletter (on page 20) along with CEC’s own email address which, after being out of use for some time, is now regularly accessed by the Hon. Secretary.

PERSONAL NEWS

Congratulations to:

Valerie Davey, CEC Executive Chairperson, who was awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of the West of England in November 2005 for her services to education;

Trevor Bottomley, a member of the Governing Board and a former Secretary of the CEC, who has been promoted from the rank of Chevalier to that of Officier dans l’Ordre des Palmes Académiques by the French Government for services to French culture. The Order was founded by Napoleon in 1808 to honour members of the University but was extended in 1866 to persons other than teachers who had rendered eminent service to French education and culture. There are three ranks in the Order – Chevalier, Officier and Commandeur. Trevor was the Assistant Secretary of the British section of the Association des Membres des Palmes Académiques for 13 years and was elected Secretary in 2005.

CEC SEEKS FUND-RAISER

The CEC has recently embarked on a membership drive and is planning a fund-raising campaign. 

It is looking for a volunteer with “fire in the belly”.

The CEC is a small organisation, but has a track-record of successful lobbying in support of education in the Commonwealth and of the work of the Commonwealth Secretariat’s education staff and programmes. It constantly punches above its weight, but the Board believes that it needs to be strengthened financially if it is to continue with its current and future exciting plans. At present its core funding is derived primarily from membership subscriptions, it raises funds for special events from sponsors; and for such events it also has support in kind from, for example, the British Council and the Commonwealth Secretariat and has access to meeting rooms in Parliament. Its work is heavily subsidised at present by committee members, who usually pay their own way at international meetings.

An advertisement for this volunteer post will be found at the end of this Newsletter.

OTHER NEWS OF INTEREST TO CEC MEMBERS
COMMONWEALTH FOUNDATION: STAFF CHANGES

Vijay Krishnarayan, United Kingdom and Trinidad and Tobago, has replaced Rudo Chitiga as Deputy Director of the Foundation. He has worked with the Princes Trust and the Caribbean Natural Resources Institute and has been a member of the Foundation’s Civil Society Advisory Committee. He played a prominent part in the People’s Forum at the Malta CHOGM.

Sharon Robinson, who has worked for very many years for civil society in the Foundation and the Secretariat, retires in March 2006. CEC wishes her a very happy future.

COMMONWEALTH OF LEARNING; NEW VICE-PRESIDENT

Professor Asha Singh Kanwar, Education Specialist Higher Education in COL, has been appointed Vice-President of the organisation, in succession to Brian Long (who has had to step down because of ill-health). An Indian national, she is a graduate of Panjab University and the University of Sussex and has held various visiting fellowships at the Universities of Iowa, Leiden and Toronto.  She worked at the Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU), successively as Reader, Professor, Director of the School of Humanities and Pro-Vice-Chancellor and briefly held a joint UNESCO/COL appointment at the UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Africa. 

Sir John Daniel, President and CEO of COL, said, in announcing the appointment, COL will be privileged to have Professor Asha Kanwar as Vice-President. She combines senior experience at one of the world’s largest distance-teaching universities with a highly successful track record of developing partnerships with governments and institutions across the Commonwealth. Her experience and background will be an important asset to COL as it develops and implements a new Three Year Plan for the period 2006- 2009”.

STRENGTHENING AFRICA’S UNIVERSITIES: ROLE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITIES

The CEC has for a while been advocating policies to give greater attention to higher education in developing countries. Its 2004 Gladwyn Lecturer, Prof Akilagpa Sawyerr, Secretary- General of the Association of African Universities, gave eloquent expression to the importance of universities in Africa in his lecture: Towards the Renewal of African Universities. He suggested that the new knowledge revolution and the globalisation of knowledge demanded intellectual leadership at the national level. He also led a seminar on the same theme under the auspices of CEC, ACU and Universities UK. He was able to report that his Association, the ACU and the South African Association of Vice-Chancellors had embarked on a ten-year programme to restore and expand the capacity of African universities.

The Commission for Africa, which reported last year, heeded the voices expounding the importance of higher education in development in the 21st century. The report emphasised investment in higher education as a motive force for economic development and asked for a substantial financial commitment to revitalise Africa’s universities - $500 million a year for ten years for the existing institutions and £3billion over ten years to establish thirty centres of excellence in science and technology on the continent. The G8 Summit at Gleneagles was less specific, but did support the idea of networks of excellence between African universities and those of other countries.

Recently, the British Government has made an important first step to making these ideas concrete. The Department for International Development (DfID) has provided a sum of £250,000 to the Association of Commonwealth Universities to establish a base for African universities in its headquarters in London. The ACU has most of these universities in membership and has the trust of the AAU. With the support of DfID it has now a launch pad for the ten-year plan. DfID also sponsored a two-day AAU workshop at the end of February, 2006 to bring together African experts on higher education, representatives of regional research agencies, international higher education interests and the donor community.

WOMEN’S UNIVERSITY IN AFRICA

The Women’s University in Africa (WUA) opened its doors in Harare in September 2002 and was formally given its charter in 2003. It is a private institution started as a follow-up to the British Council’s Horizon 2010 series and a 1999 conference held in Zimbabwe on Women in Power- Releasing People’s Strength. It is the brain-child of a group of leading women in Zimbabwe, including Dr Hope Cynthia Sadza, now Acting Vice-Chancellor, and Dr Fay King Chung, now Chairperson of the Board of Trustees.  Its vision is to be the best African university in the promotion of gender equity and equal opportunities in tertiary education and it is determined to create space for mature women to study. It has four Faculties: Agriculture; Reproductive Health and Family Sciences; Management and Entrepreneurial Development Studies; and Social Studies with Gender Development Studies.

Some of the leaders who have been the founders of this institution are also prominent in ASHEWA, the Association for Higher Education for Women in Africa.

UNESCO ADG’S CALL FOR MORE RADICAL ACTION FOR EFA

Peter Smith, UNESCO’s Assistant Director- General for Education (who has, among other things, been a US Congressman), has recently published an article in the Canadian foreign policy weekly Embassy, on the apparent loss of urgency in the movement for Education For All. He says: "We have already made significant progress in building a learning world. ...  But our edifice is not complete. Many external factors, including civil conflict, natural disasters, HIV/AIDS and high fertility rates impede progress towards EFA. We ave already missed the first EFA target – gender parity by 2005 – and many countries remain off-track for reaching the rest of the goals”. He calls for radical change in the way the international community is approaching the challenge and suggests that there must be greater harmonization and coordination between international agencies involved in working for EFA. Is there a message here for the Commonwealth and the CCEM when it takes place later this year?

SPECIAL FEATURES

NETWORKING THE COMMONWEALTH – AFTER MALTA

Summary of the 2005 Gladwyn Lecture

By Dr Ekwow Spio-Garbrah,

Chief Executive, Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation

Dr Spio-Garbrah has had a distinguished career as an academic, businessman, politician and diplomat. He has been Minister of Communications in his mother-country, Ghana. His lecture was much appreciated by those who heard it for the overview of communications issues, the information provided and the speaker’s sensitivity to CEC’s particular interests. CEC has since been in touch with him for advice and support in possible educational activity related ICT in the Commonwealth – building on CEC’s experience in Sierra Leone.

Introduction

Dr Spio-Garbrah started by pointing out that the beginnings of a divide between industrialised and developing countries emerged with the spread of telephones (mostly at first provided by state or business monopolies). Their proliferation in the North left the South behind, so that there were more telephones in Tokyo than in the whole of the African continent. The picture changed with the advent of mobile phones, which were taken up avidly in developing countries, especially in Africa. Telephony has expanded by two-thirds in the five years since 2000 and 75% of that expansion has been in developing countries. There has also been a large-scale liberalisation of the market in communications which calls for regulation and strong regulatory agencies. Ghana is ahead of the UK in achieving convergence of responsibilities between providers.

CEC and CTO
The Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation has member organisations involved in a wide range of communications, but includes some aspects of education among its interests. The lecturer mentioned several areas of possible collaboration between his organisation and CEC, notably in advocating the regulation of licences for media in the Commonwealth so that they were conditional on some obligation to produce educational programmes. There is great educational potential in the new ICTs.

Types of Communication and the Digital Divide

The main types of communication, all of which could support education, are:

· Telephony: in developing countries there are now more mobile than fixed-line phones;

· Broadcasting media: there has been a proliferation of FM stations, particularly in Africa;

· [image: image5.jpg]


The Internet: at present only 1% of the population of Africa has access to it;

· Computerised information technology.

While all these are at hand for some there are complex category divisions between those use them and those who don’t or can’t. While there is the acknowledged divide between rich and poor countries, the gap exists within countries as well. There is often a differential between use by urban and rural people; there is a demographic division between young and old and a gender division, with more males than females having access. In developing countries, the private sector generally has more access than the public sector.

All these are affected and exacerbated by relative ease or difficulty of obtaining capital for communications development.

Closing the Divide

Are there ways of reducing poor countries’ disadvantage in raising capital for digital development?

The CTO is in favour of developing structures which involve three-way partnerships between public and private sectors and civil society (which is all too often side-lined). In attracting investment for such partnerships, it is essential that borrowing should be multi-lateral; unfortunately the World Bank has withdrawn from the communications sector. This means that capital markets remain a prime issue – and yet it wasn’t mentioned at the Malta CHOGM. Investment is dictated by Average Revenue Per User (ARPU) and it needs to be shown that quite a small ARPU can still be profitable.

Investors are operating in a global market and globalisation has led to cultural imperialism, with the USA dominant in control over the type and content of information disseminated. Bridging the divide should not imply the homogenisation of culture and values. It is a challenge for educators and politicians that by its nature the Internet is entirely impersonal.

To confront the problems of control, the United Nations is in the process of establishing an Internet Governance Forum 

The Commonwealth Interest
The Commonwealth is in the midst of all these challenges. Among its members are countries which have experienced all aspects of communications development and both sides of the digital divide. Some Commonwealth countries have taken the initiative in confronting convergent responsibilities among diverse and often competing providers; as has already been said, Ghana was a pioneer in this. 

The Commonwealth could play a worthwhile role in bridging the divide, although it may be questioned how well the Commonwealth markets itself as a significant player. Its first initiative was an action plan four years ago (2001), which unfortunately led to few results. The plan was, however, revived in Malta in 2005 and the Secretary-General has appointed a steering committee to move it forward. There are five pillars to the Commonwealth Action Plan for the Digital Divide (CAPDD): the development of policy and regulatory capacity; the modernisation of education and skills development; the promotion of entrepreneurship for poverty elimination; the promotion of local networks and connectivity; and the strengthening of local and regional networks.

It has to be recognised that the Secretary-General of the Commonwealth does not have the same authority as the Secretary-General of the United Nations. He would be helped if there was a convention once a year of the 90-odd Commonwealth bodies with communications interests to promote inter-agency cooperation over ICT. After all, if these agencies can’t network among themselves, how could others be expected to cooperate? “The most painful part of poverty is ignorance”. So we must all look forward to the CAPDD and endorse its five pillars.

Education and Modern Communications

The lecturer highlighted ways in which ICT could serve education. One challenge after Malta is to embed computers in educational systems and this implies finding the means. Then there is a generation of graduates who have not been exposed to computers and it is arguable that educators should start with them. Communications media have the potential to reach very large cohorts of learners, including those who have fallen out of the educational system or who have been left out. Again, an educational component to all media could provide a major service. Modern mobile phones can contribute in ways which are not always appreciated.

The CTO itself is interested in e-education. Its work includes a programme on rural networks and the use of ICT for disaster management (radio messages, SMS on mobile phones).

Discussion

The lecture evoked thoughtful questions and comment. The following were some of the points which emerged:

E-learning obviously requires an inter-disciplinary approach, and curricular experts to produce appropriate content. Qualifications-related learning programmes can only be supplied when qualifying bodies have adapted from “bricks-and-mortar” to e-learning.

One role for e-learning at the present time would be for health education, where a mix of traditional and modern educational methods ought to be made use of, for instance in combating HIV/AIDS.  

Some organisational change was needed within education to tackle the mismatch in technological skills between generations.

India is an example of a country which has adopted ICT avidly. Its success has been claimed by businesspeople as largely their achievement without much state support. 

GLOBAL EDUCATION CHALLENGES AND WHY THEY MATTER FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Summary Report of a Lecture-Discussion under the joint auspices of the CEC and the Education Committee of the UK Commission for UNESCO.

Speaker: Dr Nicholas Burnett,

Director, Education for All Global Monitoring Report, UNESCO

The EFA Global Monitoring Report 2006 was launched in London in November 2005. All member nations of UNESCO are committed to a number of development goals, including education goals and the GMR was instituted, at the instigation of the UK, to follow progress towards the goal of Education For All.

Dr Burnett is an economist, with extensive experience in the fields of both education and human development. He has worked for the UK Government Economic Service and the World Bank and has run his own human development and strategic management consultancy company.

He gave a number of reasons why education and literacy are an imperative for development. They are rights in themselves and permit access to other rights. They can widen choices, empower the disadvantaged, especially those disadvantaged by gender; and contribute to poverty reduction. They can promote improved health and lead to greater social cohesion and participation. EFA is necessary, but not sufficient (on its own) for attaining equitable and sustainable human development.  

The purpose of the Global Monitoring Report was to gather evidence to hold governments to account for commitments into which they had entered and it also aims to enrich and inform debate on educational policy. It charts progress towards the six Education For All goals agreed by 164 nations in the year 2000. It highlights effective policies and strategies, allows for comparison between countries and flags up emerging challenges. It is translated in the six UN languages and launched in all the world’s regions. Four editions have been published so far:

          Overall Challenges        2002;

          Gender                           2003/4;

          Quality                           2005

          Literacy                         2006 

The next one will focus on early childhood education.

Education For All (Dakar Goals) and the Shifting Context 
When the EFA goals are set beside the two Millennium Development Goals relating to education, there is not complete coherence, but literacy (subject of the current GMR) is at the core of both. EFA today must be looked at against a shifting context, against some major international trends and facing a variety of stress. The major trends comprise: globalisation and the rise of the knowledge economies; sustained economic growth in the South; promises of increased international assistance; but at the same time ever increasing inequality. The present-day stresses on educational systems are: the number of countries taking part in civil conflicts – there are over 30 going on today; the experience of natural disasters, such as the Asian tsunami; health problems such as HIV/AIDS, which breed child orphans, teacher shortages and absenteeism.

Overall Progress
Following from the Human Development Index, an EFA Development Index covers 121 countries and uses the four most “quantifiable” goals. Overall, 44 countries have achieved those goals or are close to achieving them, 28 (including 16 in Sub-Saharan Africa) are far from meeting the goals, while 49 are in an intermediate position; in the latter countries, quality of education poses a challenge, especially in Latin America. In Early Childhood Education, there is slow progress and in the majority of countries, Gross Enrolment Rate (GER) is below 50%. In UPE (historically the most significant factor in the achievement of widespread literacy), 47 countries are already there, 20 more are on track to reach it by 2015, and there are significant enrolment increases in Africa. 23 countries are at risk of not arriving at UPE by 2015. Stumbling blocks are: the charging of fees (still practiced in 89 countries; HIV/AIDS, as already mentioned; and rapid population increase, leading to an expanding school-age population.

The Enrolment Challenge

Primary school enrolments have risen sharply in South and West Asia and in Sub-Saharan Africa, but these two regions are still home to 70% of the world’s million out-of-school children. In schools, there are still gender disparities; At primary level, in over 60 countries, disparities are at the expense of girls, while in 56 countries, at secondary level they are at the expense of boys. Although there has been considerable progress in countries with the lowest gender parity index, the 2005 parity goal has been missed by 94 countries. It may be that the goal was unfeasible, but the failure must not be glossed over or forgotten. 

Enrolment is of course not just a question of numbers. Attention is now focussed also on the quality of the education provided. This relates to quality and supply of teachers and in a number of African countries a ratio of one teacher to every 40 pupils is unreachable. There is often only an exiguous supply of books and other teaching materials.

Literacy
Outside schooling, the latest GMR Report featured literacy. It highlighted the point that returns on investment are comparable between literacy programmes and primary education – although this is not to ignore the point that primary schooling imparts other things as well as literacy skills.

There are 12 main countries in the spotlight with large non-literate populations. There has been progress and there are 100million less non-literates in the world now than there were in 1990 – but 93million were in China.

There are problems of measurement, however, which make comparability difficult. All figures reported in the past have been taken for granted, without testing. It is a matter for worry that where attempts are being made to test reports, in almost every case progress has been over-stated.

Resources for Literacy

Costing of literacy programmes is still rather rough and can only indicate an order of magnitude. Moreover, no country could establish its exact expenditure on literacy.

For EFA as such, the UK is one of four countries whose aid could make a real impact. There is overall a funding gap between the estimated amount to support basic education and the total of international pledges. Pledges add up to about half of what is needed.

Priorities for Action
What are the priorities? All six EFA goals need to be kept in international sights. Fees should be eliminated. The commitment to gender parity must be re-kindled. Quality of education must be a steady concern. Literacy should go up the agenda; the UK Government may not need to deliver or even finance literacy programmes, but it is essential that it takes a lead in advocating it.

Discussion

Tim Boswell MP, chairing the meeting, pointed out the relevance of adult literacy issues to the UK situation and commented that in development policy, interest in, for instance, provision of kits for education was lukewarm compared to fresh water. He also noted that there were sometimes dissonances between the (domestic) concerns

of education ministers of and those of development ministers. 

There was substantial discussion of a number of issues. It was understood that in many countries, education took up a significant proportion of national budgets and teachers’ salaries accounted for most of the education budget. International aid was too short-term to be helpful in supporting teachers’ pay. Adult literacy became of special importance in times of conflict and disaster and aid to literacy should be directed to community and less formalised providers.  
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2006

January 9-11 
CCE.  India Inception Workshop for Research Programme Consortium on Improving Education outcomes for pro-poor development. Delhi.
January 24
CEC.  Open Meeting with Nicholas Burnett, Director of EFA Global Monitoring Report Team Global educational challenges and why they matter for international development.  Houses of Parliament, London 6p.m. 
January 28-Feb 3
CAM.  Asia-Pacific Regional Conference on Pacific museums and sustainable heritage development. Canberra, Australian National University.
February 1-3
ICS/ Cumberland Lodge.  Economic development in the Commonwealth.  A residential conference at Cumberland Lodge, and Goodenough College.  (Details fm. C’land Lodge)

February 3-5
ACLALS.  Indian branch (IACLALS).  Conference. The Nation and the postcolonial.  Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan, India

February 7-12
COL/CEMCA/Osmania University.  Workshop.  De-mystifying and deconstructing 

E-Learning.  CDE, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India.

February 23-25
COL participation and support for Second IDLELO Conference on Free and open software sponsored by Free and Open Software Foundation for Africa (FOSSFA), UNECA and others. Nairobi, Kenya.
February 24
ICS/ London Conference for Canadian Studies/ Institute for the Study of the Americas. Gender and the City One-day conference in Canadian Studies. Canada Ho., Trafalgar Sq

March 2
The Commonwealth Lecture 2006.  James D. Wolfensohn, former President of the World Bank.  Logan Hall, Institute of Education, University of London, at 6.30.  By invitation. 

March 6-9
COL  sponsorship/ participation in ODL for literacy and skills development Consultative Meeting and PATVET meeting, Lami, Fiji.
March 6-10
ACEAB.  Biennial Conference. Quality assurance in assessment, accreditation and certification.  Ochos Rios, Jamaica.
March 8
RCS.
(On the eve of the Commonwealth Games 2006). Kate Hoey MP.  The role of sports as an agent of development and healthy living.  Commonwealth Club, London. 

March 10
CI. Symposium on CI “Look” research project on role of physical activity in the school curriculum.   (at 13th Commonwealth International Sport Conference, Mooney Valley Racing Club, Melbourne, Australia). 3.30p.m.  www.cisc2006.com, www.look.org.au  

March 10          
CCEAM.. Executive Meeting. Lefkosia, Cyprus.

March 11

UK CSC.  Alumni Network on Governance. Annual Meeting. Venue to be announced.

March 13

Commonwealth Day, 2006  Theme: Health and Vitality – the Commonwealth Challenge

March 14
CI   Presentation on the CI “Look” research project, to Commonwealth Sports Ministers’ Conference, Sofitel Hotel, Melbourne, Australia:.

March 14

RCS. UK National Youth CHOGM.

March 16
ICS/ Institute for the Study of the Americas.  Caribbean Studies Special Event .  Debate on Haiti.  The downfall of Aristide: implications & aftermath. ICS.  1700-1900.


March 16-17

UK CSC.  Education Network Colloquium.  Nottingham, UK.

March 24 
ACU/UK CSC.  Collaborating with the Commonwealth.  One-day conference for senior British academics and university research officers to discuss development of academic links with the Commonwealth and meet senior visiting Commonwealth Fellows.  Universities UK, London.  Details available mid-February from k.parkatti@acu.ac.uk.

March 24
RCS/LECT.  Conference.  Learning from each other, teaching in each other: learning from the Commonwealth and learning about the Commonwealth.  Commonwealth Club.
March 31
ComSec.  Commonwealth Education Good Practice Awards: closing date for submissions. 

(For more information on application procedures: www.thecommonwealth.org/education).
March 31
RCS.  Newcastle Youth Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting, in partnership with Newcastle City Council.

April 3 or 4
ICS/Institute of Development Studies.  Development and security from a Commonwealth perspective.  Roundtable.  Part of the IDS 40th Anniversary Celebration.  1400, ICS

April 3-5
COL sponsorship/ participation in ODL for literacy and skills development.  Consultative Meeting.  Johannesburg, South Africa. 
April 9-12
ACU Conference of Executive Heads, University of Adelaide.

April 14            
CCEAM. Executive Meeting. Lefkosia, Cyprus.
May 15-19
CAPA.  Workshop on: Strengthening TVET activities in Africa for Sustainable Economic Growth and Progress of Nations; and CAPA General Conference.  Lilongwe, Malawi.

May 26-29
ACLALS.  Canadian Branch (CACLALS) Conference (at the Congress of the Humanities and Social Sciences 2006).  The city: a festival of knowledge.  York University, Toronto.

June 2              
CCEAM. Executive Meeting. Lefkosia, Cyprus.

June 18-22

RCS.  Nkabom Project – educational and social work programmes for youth from 




around the Commonwealth.  Projects to be based in Cambridge/Peterborough, 

Edinburgh, Cardiff, Bristol, Belfast and London. 

June 26-28
RCS.  International meeting.  (Includes Nkabom Project delegates showcasing the outcome of their project work).

June 27
CEC.  Annual Conference and AGM.  The British Council, London.
July 9-12
ACLALS.  South African Branch (SAACLALS).  Forging the local and the global.  University of Stellenbosch.
July 17-19
ACU.  PR, Marketing and Communications Network.  Inaugural Conf. Making an Impact: the Role of PR, marketing & communications in a global higher ed. marketplace.  Toronto
July 28-30
UK CSC. Environment Network and Poverty Alleviation Seminars. Cumberland Lodge, UK
August 21-25: 
CAPA.  Training of Trainers (TOT) on Education Advocacy and Prevention of HIV/AIDS.  Zanzibar, Tanzania
August 23-24
NADEOSA (a member of FOCODLA) - National Assn of Distance Education and Open Learning in South Africa. (Celebrating Ten Years of NADEOSA).  The role of ICTs in addressing educational needs: identifying the myths and miracles.  CSIR Convention Centre, Pretoria. Enquiries: Jenny Louw - jennyl@saide.org.za.
September 1-3
ACU.   Human Resource Management Network Conference.  Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

September 28
CYEC.  Annual Forum and AGM.  Abbey Community Centre, Westminster.

September 30     
CASTME.  Closing date for CASTME Awards and Alexander Award submissions. (For more information see www.castme.org/award.html).
October 6-8
British Educational Leadership management and Administration Society (a member of CCEAM) International Conference The Changing Landscape of Educational leadership and Management. Aston Business School, Birmingham.  

October 12-17
CCEAM.  Conference.  Recreating linkages between theory and praxis in educational leadership.  Lefkosia, Cyprus.
Oct 30 – Nov 2
ACLALS.  South Pacific Branch (SPACLALS) Conference. Venue/details to be confirmed. 
October 30-Nov 3
COL/FOCODLA.  4th Pan-CW Forum on Open Learning, Ochos Rios, Jamaica.  For further details see www.col.org/pcf4 
November          
CASTME Europe Conference in Malta (precise date to be announced).
November 4
CCL.     Foods and Crafts of the Commonwealth (formerly the Commonwealth Fair).  Organised by CCL and wives of High Commissioners in support of CCL Education Fund. Lawrence Hall, RHS Horticultural Halls, Vincent Sq, London W1. 10.30-17.30 
December
CCfE.  Second Conference and General Meeting, Cape Town, South Africa.

December 4-8

CAPA.  Workshop.  Increasing Women Participation in TVET Activities.  Nigeria.
December 6-8
Comsec.  C’wealth Education Good Practice Awards: Finalists selection by Jury, S. Africa
December 10-11
Commonwealth Teachers Forum, Cape Town, South Africa

December 11-13
Parallel Symposium, Cape Town, South Africa.

December 11-14
16th CONFERENCE OF COMMONWEALTH EDUCATION MINISTERS (16CCEM).  Cape Town, South Africa.  

2007
March 12

Commonwealth Day 2007

Spring

ACS.  Conference on Governance in the Commonwealth.  Venue to be confirmed.
July 8-12            
ICASE (CASTME) World Conference on Science Education, Perth, Australia
August 17-22
 
ACLALS Triennial conference.  Vancouver, Canada  (Details at www.aclals.org)
September 28-30 
British Educational Leadership Management and Administration Society (a member of CCEAM) International Conference.  Wokefield Park, Mortimer, Reading, Berkshire.
Final quarter

CHOGM  Uganda

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*


Key to acronyms and contact details of sponsoring organisations

ACS*           -   Association of Commonwealth Studies e-mail: island16@sympatico.ca
ACEAB*
-   Association of Commonwealth Examination and Accreditation Bodies  ean21@cam.ac.uk
ACLALS*
-   Association of Commonwealth Literature & Language Studies

 www.aclals.org
ACU*
-   Association of Commonwealth Universities      www.acu.ac.uk

BECM*
-   British Empire and Commonwealth Museum

www.empiremuseum.co.uk

CAM*
-   Commonwealth Association of Museums    www.maltwood.uvic.ca/cam/
CAPA*         -   Commonwealth Association of Polytechnics in Africa
        polymis@swiftkenya.com    
CASTME*   -   Commonwealth Association of Science, Mathematics & Technology Teachers  www.castme.org
CBC+
-   Commonwealth Business Council
www.cbcglobelink.org

CCEAM*
-   Commonwealth Council for Educational Administration and  Management www.cceam.org
CCEM
-   Conference of Commonwealth Education Ministers   www.15ccem.org and www.16ccem.org

CCE

-   Centre for Commonwealth Education (U.Cambridge) www.commonwealth.org.uk/CentreForCE/ci
CCfE

-   Commonwealth Consortium for Education   www.commonwealtheducation.org
CCL*             -   Commonwealth Countries’ League       www.ccl-int.org.uk
CEC*             -   Council for Education in the Commonwealth     www.cecomm.org.uk
CF

-   Commonwealth Foundation

www.commonwealthfoundation.com

CHOGM
-   Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting     www.thecommonwealth.org

CI+   

-   Commonwealth Institute 
www.commonwealth.org.uk

CLEA*
-   Commonwealth Legal Education Association      www.clea.org.uk 

COL
             -   Commonwealth of Learning     www.col.org

ComSec
-   Commonwealth Secretariat      www.thecommonwealth.org
CPSU*
-   Commonwealth Policy Studies Unit     www.cpsu.org.uk
CRT+
-   Commonwealth Relations Trust (of the Nuffield Foundation)  www.nuffieldfoundation.org

CYEC+
-   Commonwealth Youth Exchange Council
www.cyec.org.uk

ESU*

-   The English-Speaking Union of the Commonwealth  

www.esu..org

FOCODLA* -   Federation of Commonwealth Open and Distance Learning Associations www.col.org/focodla
ICS*  
-   Institute of Commonwealth Studies    www.commonwealth.sas.ac.uk
LECT*
-   League for the Exchange of Commonwealth Teachers
  www.lect.org.uk

RCS+
-   Royal Commonwealth Society
www.rcsint.org
ROSL+
-   Royal Over-Seas League
www.rosl.org.uk

UKCSC
-   UK Commonwealth Scholarship Commission   www.csfp-online.org  

This Calendar is compiled on behalf of the Commonwealth Consortium for Education by

Peter R. C. Williams
Hon. Secretary, Commonwealth Consortium for Education (www.commonwealtheducation.org)

Personal contacts:   peterrcwilliams@onetel.com   

Telephone and Fax +44 (0)1306 501788

THE NEXT EDITION OF THE CALENDAR IS EXPECTED TO ISSUE MID-APRIL 2006.   PLEASE BRING TO THE NOTICE OF THE COMPILER ANY APPROPRIATE EVENTS FOR INCLUSION 

VOLUNTEER FUND-RAISER

The Council for Education in the Commonwealth, a Parliament based

voluntary organisation, is looking for an interested volunteer

to expand its membership base and raise funds for

both its core programme and it special events programme.

The person CEC is looking for must have fire in the belly and a commitment to 

the causes of education and of the Commonwealth.

The Fund-raiser would be expected to take on specific tasks at the Board’s request

and to give advice to the Board on appropriate ways of mobilising funds.

The volunteer would be attached to CEC for one year in the first instance, with the

possibility of terminating the arrangement at one year’s notice at any time.

The volunteer would work from home, but would be expected to attend Board meetings,

the Finance and General Purposes Committee and such other meetings as were mutually agreed. Expenses for travel within the UK, postage, stationery etc would be met up to an agreed amount each month and the person would be paid a quarterly honorarium  of £250.

The CEC is looking for a person with a strong interest in education, preferably with some knowledge of international education and essentially an interest in and commitment to the Commonwealth. Practical experience of one or more Commonwealth countries other than the UK would certainly be an advantage. It would also be an advantage if (s)he had an existing range of contacts with people who had educational and/or Commonwealth connections.

The Fund-raiser would need to be comfortable with work in a small voluntary organisation,

to have good human relations and to understand fund-raising for the voluntary sector.

INTERESTED?

If you feel you can contribute to the future of the CEC, drop an e-mail to the Honorary Treasurer, Prof. Richard Mawditt, at richardmawdittinbath@btopenworld.com; he will be pleased to discuss the post with you further.
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